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SUBEBC EDUCATION REFORMS ANNOUNCED 

1 . THE LONG DEBATED EDUCATIONAL REFORMS IN ZAMBIA HAVE 
FINALLY RECEIVED GOVERNMENT APPROVAL AND WERE ANNOUNCED BY 
MINISTER GF EDUCATION GOMA ON JUNE 22. THERE ARE FEW CONTROL- 
VERSIAL CHANGES IN THE EXISTING SYSTEM BUT SOME OMISSIONS MAY 
INDICATE CHANGES YET TO COME. 

2. THE MOST SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IS TO A NEW THREE STAGE SYSTEM 
WHICH IS TO PROVIDE NINE YEARS OF BASIC EDUCATION TO EVERYONE. 
THE FIRST STAGE WOULD CONSIST OF SIX YEARS PRIMARY (NOW SEVEN) 
AND THREE YEARS JUNIOR SECONDARY (NOW THREE) EDUCATION. THE 
SECOND STAGE WOULD INCLUDE THREE YEARS SENIOR SECONDARY OR 
TECHNICAL TRAINING AND THE THIRD. UNIVERSITY OR OTHER PROFES- 
SIONAL TRAINING. BECAUSE OF BUDGETARY CONSTRAINTS, THE NEW 
SYSTEM WILL TAKE SOME TIME TO IMPLEMENT. 

3. PRIVATE SCHOOLS AND OVERSEAS EDUCATION, ANTICIPATED BY 
MANY TO BE BANNED, ARE TACITLY PERMITTED UNDER THE GUIDANCE 
AND CONTROL OF THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION. PERMISSION FOR 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS TO OPERATE MAY INDICATE THAT THE GRZ REALIZES 
THAT FINANCING IS NOT AVAILABLE TO MEET THE GROWING DEMAND FOR 
ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES. THERE IS A CRITICAL SHORTAGE 
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OF SPACE FOR GRADE SEVEN GRADUATES IN FORM 1. 

4. AN OMISSION THAT MAY BE SIGNIFICANT IS THAT WHILE SCHOOL 
FEES (NOT NOW LEVIED) ARE PROHIBITED IN THE FORMS (GRADES 
7-9), NO MENTION IS MADE OF FEES FOR THE LOWER PRIMARY GRADES. 
WHILE IT WOULD BE A DIFFICULT POLITICAL DECISION TO MAKE, THE 
GOVERNMENT MAY BE LEAVING ITSELF AN OPTION TO CHARGE FEES IN 
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ORDER TO FINANCE NEW SCHOOLS OR THE SYSTEM IN GENERAL. 

5. COMMENT: THE EDUCATIONAL REFORMS AS ORIGINALLY CONCEIVED 
WOULD HAVE DRAMATICALLY CHANGED THE THRUST OF EDUCATION IN 
ZAMBIA AWAY FROM THE TRADITIONAL (READ EUROPEAN) TO THE AFRICAN. 

THE UPROAR WHICH AROSE BACK IN MID- 1976 WHEN THE REFORMS WERE 
ANNOUNCED LED TO EXTENSIVE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE DEBATE. FURTHER 
STUDIES AND THE CREATION OF INTERESTED COMMITTEES. THE END 
RESULT HAS BEEN A SIGNIFICANT WATERING DOWN OF THE PROPOSALS 
TO THE POINT WHERE THEY MAY BE DIGESTIBLE BY THE FINANCIALLY 
BELEAGUERED GRZ. 

CLINGERMAN 
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